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t's been a little less than 10 years since
the boutique hotel trend in Thailand took
off, and there has been no letting up.
More and more boutique hotels - for a
lack of a better term yet — are sprouting
everywhere in the kingdom, with the
common denominator of all being the
relatively small size (nothing more than
200 rooms; some less than 20 rooms),
intimate atmosphere, unique theme, and an obvious effort to
stand-out apart from the rest,

What really is a boutique hotel? Put simply, it 5 a hotel that
makes guests happy to be there, makes them feel special,
makes them want to retum soon, and makes them want to
tell others. But as with many intangibles in the hotel industry,
“boutique-ness,” like "beauty™ may be in the eye of the beholder.
Below are some of the hottest and "hautest™ boutique hotels
in the country, each distinct in character but all giving guests
a singular experience while in Thailand. Take vyour pick!

The G‘ln?:ln al Boutique:

Long before the term “boutique hotels” became vogue, there
was Swiss Lodge on Convent Road, Silom. A family-business
owned by Andre "Andy” Saint Ponnaz, it was first opened In 1952
as The Swiss Guest House by Andy's father, George, on the land
betonging to his maother, Jamsie, To this day, many of the original
guesthouse customers still use the Swiss Lodge when they are in
town, The present building was constructed in 1989, and after its
completion, Andy re-christened it as The Swiss Lodge.

The European-style boutique hotel Is situated right in the heart
of the bustiing Silom business area, a Bangkok district noted for
its many restaurants, nightiife, and shopping. It is noted also for
its personalized service and attention to detail, as well as for its
reasonable room rates.

More than just another whimsy boutique which is a product of
a current fad, The Swiss Lodge has always been operated by
a management team that uses the administrative technologies
and procedures developed by L. Ron Hubbard, an American
philosopher and philanthropist. It has been recognized as a "model
of administrative know-how" by many business organizations
and continues to maintain one of the highest levels of occupancy
in any Bangkok hotel,

Because the hotel has been here for a while, don't expect the hip
and sleek - as most boutiques are known for - in your nooms and
suites. In fact, those used to rooms with high ceilings, en suite
bathrooms, high art, plasma TV, and all, will be a bit disappointed
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8. Shangri-La Dream Deals
Shangri-La Hotel Bangkok has a "Dream Deals™ package wvalid until Aug. 31
only. The package, for a minimum of two nights’ stay, indudes overnight
accommodation (single or double occupancy ), bullet breakfast, and limowsing
transfer upon arrival, Prices start at Bt5,850 pernight [Deluxe Room) or Bte, 350
per night (Executive Riverview Boam ar Deluse Balcony BRoom ). Guasts who
prefer extra conveniences and services can opt to stay at a Horizon Club room
at Bt7,650 per night; Bt8,450 per night in & Horizon Premiere room. For more
information and reservations, TEL: 02 206-8788 or FAX: 02 236-8566
or visit www.shangri-la.com

9. VIE Spa Package

Those staying at Deluxe or Deluxe Suite rooms (price starts at BtS, 900 net)
al Vie Hotel Banghok can avail of the "Spa Package” at the VIE Spa untl Ot
31. The package involves a 60-minute signature treatment, the VIE balancing
massage, for two persons. Conditions apply. For more details and booking,
TEL: 02 309-3939; vwwww . viehotelbangkok.com

10, Thai Resident Offer

Grand Sukhumvit Haotel Bangkok offers an exclusive "Thal Resident” package
for Thai nationals and expatriates in Thailand, Valid from now until Sept 30,
thie package includes Siver deluke atcommodation, daily buffet breakfast at
Cafa De Mimes For bead persans, welcome drinks and a fruit plate upon amival,
ate check-out until 4 p.m. (subject to availability), 20 percent discount at
Butakarn Spa, and 20 percent off on Food & Beverage at hotel gutlet. For
more information and reservations, TEL: 02 207-9999, ext. 5213 or
E-MAIL: reservation@grandsukhumyvit.com

11, Super Shopping
Sofitel Centara Grand Bangkok 15 introducing "Supér Shoppindg Package™ for
residents of Thailand. The package prices start at Bt2,950 for a Superior Room
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super deals this month

and Bid 450 for a Deluxe-Cynasty Club Room. The package privileges
nodude accommadation, complimentary daily breakfast at Chatuchak
Cafe, coffee making Ffacility in every room, complimentary daily fruits
and flowers in every rom, complimentary daily newspaper, fres
access bto fitness center and sauna, 10 percent off at Spa Cenvareg,
complimentary daily shuttle services ta Chatuchak Markoet, Chidiam,
Silom, Patpong area and BTS Skytrain (Morchit Station) and fve
percent discount card at Central Department Store: This paCEAge s
valid until Dec 22, For more information and reservations, TEL:
02 541-1234, ext. 4116-9 or visit www.centarahotelsresorts.
corm

12. Land of Smiles Therapy

Spa Botanica offers the “Land of Smiles Therapy.” The treatment is
a traditional Thal healing massage without oil that releases energy
blockages and unknots cramped muscles, This is followed by & hot Thai
herbal compress suffused with camphar, Kaffir lime, lemongrass, plal
and tumerc to detox and noursh the skin and miprove crculation. The
therapy Is 90 minutes lonrg and costs BE3, 300+ + per person for single
or Bt2, 900+ + per person for couple and Inclusive of fruit juice or herbal
refreshments. For more information or reservation, TEL: 02 344-
8900, or E-MAIL: spabotanicai@sukhothai.com

13. Imperial Spa Package

The Imperial Spa of The Imperial Queen’s Park Hotel is introducing the
“Imperial Spa Package” o its guests, The package includes imperal
foot rtual, cholce of body envelopment (scrub and wrap), cholce of
massage and chalce of facial treatment by Jurlique. The procedune takes
two hours-and=-fosty fnve minutes long, and is valid until December,
Price is Bt2, 200 net, For more information and reservations, TEL:
02 261-9000, ext. 5058, 5059



